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THE following diſcourſe is printed at 
the requeſt of ſeveral reſpeftable Perſons 
who heard it. They were of opinion that 
the publication of it might contribute to pro- 
mote that ſpirit of Peace and love, which 
i the diſtinguiſhing feature of genuine Ghriſ- 
tianity. With this view, their requeſt has 
been readily complied with, though the ſen- 
timents it contains are ſuch as have been 
_ often enforced, and muſt be — to 


many readers. 


Should any profits ariſe from the pub- 
fication, it is intended to apply them to the 


Fund for the ſupport of the poor nn 
to the Cong regation. 


A 2 


Behold ! how good, and how pleaſant it is, 


for brethren to dwell together in unity. 
Ps ALM, CXXXU1, I. 


| THERE cannot be a more ſtriking proof 

how little effect principles generally have 
upon practice, and how ſeldom men purſue 
their own true happineſs, than the diſſen- 
Hons which take place in ſociety, occupy 
Jo large a ſhare of our attention, and pre- 
vent us from enjoying thoſe bleſſings which 
our Heavenly Father has enabled us to 
obtain. There are few individuals, none 
whoſe opinion has any juſt claim to atten- 


tion, who will attempt to controvert the 
aſſertion 
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aſſertion made by the Pſalmiſt, in the words 
I have juſt read to you. It is an affertion 
which will be admitted by perſons of all ſets 
and parties; and all will concur in praiſ- 
ing the conduct of thoſe, who make it their 
conſtant endeavour 10 keep the unity F the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace. Yet if we caſt 
our eyes around us; if we turn from words 
to actions, where ſhall we diſcover the good 
effeQs of ſuch an opinion? Inſtead of that 
peace and good-will which might be ex- 
pected, do we rot ſee men, continually in- 
volved in broils and animoſities ? Though 
bound together by the ſtrongeſt ties, though 
our inducements 0 dwell together in unity 
are moſt numerous and engaging, yet many 
circumſtances occur, which contribute to 
interrupt our tranquillity, to deſtroy the 
pleaſing charities of life, and ſet us at vas 
riance with each other, Too often is this 
unhappy effect produced by the molt trifling 
cauſcs---by cauſes ſo trifling as even ſome- 
times to eſcape obſervation, and we look 
with aſtoniſhment at the blaze which an 
unperceived ſpark has occahoned. Often 
are words and intentions miſunderſtood or 

miſrepreſented, 
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miſrepreſented, and before there is an op- 
portunity of explaining, bitter enmities 
have ariſen, and the inflamed paſſions re- 
fuſe to hear the calm voice of reaſon. But 
though trifling cauſes occaſion many of 


thoſe diſputes which diminiſh the happi- 


neſs of ſocial life, there are ſome ſources 
of diſunion which are more powerful in 
their operation, and more extenſive in their 
effects. Such is that competition of inte- 
reſts which diſturbs the repoſe of kingdoms, 
which carries the horrid din of war to the 
moſt diſtant regions, which looſens or breaks 
aſunder the bonds of ſociety, and produces 
animoſities in private life - not only ſetting 
neighbour againſt neighbour, but alſo a ſon 
againſt bis father, and a brother againſt 
his brother. Envy and diſcontent lead ſome 
to deprive dthers of their property, and 
even of their lives; and thoſe who already 


have much are too often anxious to get 


more, even by the moſt unwarrantable 
means. © This is the Aire ful ſpring of 


woes unnumbered,” 
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RELIOIOx too, that mild preceptreſs, al! 
whoſe ways are pleaſantneſs, and her paths 
Peace, ſtrange as it may appear, has been 
the cauſe, at leaft the pretended cauſe of 
many diſſenfions. O benevolent Jzs8vs ! by 
what ſtrange fatality hasit come to paſs, that 
men equally profeſſing to receive thee as their 
LoRp and MASTER, ſhould neglect thy di- 
vine command to love one another as brethren, 
and be too ready to view each other in a 
light peculiarly odious, cheriſhing the moſt 
unfriendly, nay the moſt malignant ſenti- 
ments? and why ? Becauſe they worſhip 
not the ſame God in the ſame manner, be- 
cauſe from the influence of different educa- 
tions, and different means of information, 
they profeſs different articles of belief, and 
endeavour to arrive at the ſame goal by 
different paths. Yet quarrels that have 
ariſen from this origin, have been very ' 
prevalent, and we have no preſent proſpect 
of their termination. Until bigotry, the 
child of ignorance, ceaſes to influence ſo 
many, teaching them, that none can de- 
ſerve their love who adopt not their opi- 


nions; until men ceaſe to attach themſelves 
| _ to 
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to a party, they know not why, and care 
not wherefore, endeavouring to promote 
the intereſt of that party rather than the 
welfare of the whole community; until the 
goſpel precept be generally adopted, of let- 
ting every man be fully perſuaded in his own 
mind, as anſwerable only to God for his re- 
ligious principles; and we enquire, not what 
are the articles of a man's creed, but how 
he has conducted himſelf in the ſeveral du- 
ties and relations of life; until then we 
muſt expect religious diſſenſions; and muſt 
lament that even the humane and benevo- 
lent are often prevented by circumſtances 
from giving way to the generous feelings 

of their hearts; that the ſad remembrance 
of paſt evils, or the apprehenſion of future 
ones operate ſo powerfully on their minds, 
as occaſionally to influence their conduct, 
and lead them, not without reluctance, to 
perform actions, which, however their mo- 
tives may palliate, cannot be reconciled 
with that Chriſtian Charity, which ſuffereth 

long and is kind, which is not eaſily provoked, 
but beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. 


B SEVERAL 
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SEVERAL other circumſtances might be 


mentioned which lead to a breach of that 


unity which is deſcribed by the Pſalmiſt 
as good and pleaſant. One, however, it is 
ſcarcely poſſible to avoid mentioning on 
account of the extenſive evils which have 
ariſen from it. I mean that total want of 
religious principle, which has been gene- 
rally and naturally accompanied by a defire 
of overturning to their very foundations 
the preſent inſtitutions of ſocial order. 


Though this defire has been, in ſome in- 


ſtances, oceaſioned by a benevolent, but chi- 
merical hope of improving the flate of 
mankind, overlooking thoſe evils which 
are preſent and certain, in the proſpect of 
advantages which are diſtant and uncer- 
tain; yet in the many, it appears to have 


ariſen from a reſtleſs love of change, and 


the hope that a ſtate of anarchy and confu- 


Hon may favour the views of their avarice 


or ambition, paſſions which when the curb 
of religion 1s removed, can have notbing to 
check their impetuofity, or prevent them 
from purſuing the object of their defires 


through the moſt dangerous and horrid 


paths. 


(En) 


Ba the cauſes howèver what they may, 
the effects have been but too viſible. Exa- 
mine the hiſtory of mankind from the ear- 
lieſt ages, and what do you find but ac- 
counts of the deſolations and flaughters that 
have been occaſioned by contending nati- 
ons? Do not wars riſe up in perpetual ſuc- 


ceſſion as we turn over the melancholy 


pages, until we ſee almoſt the whole earth 
deluged with human blood? Whilſt how ſel- 
dom are our minds relieved by a picture of 
happineſs, by the pleaſing effects of unity 
and peace! Not only do we find nation riſ- 
ing againſt nation, but we behola kingdoms 
divided again themſelves and diſturbed by 
inteſtine commotions. Powerful factions 
ſeek only to harraſs each other, and their 
animolities terminate at laft in the utmoſt 
horrors of civil diſcord. Do not even the 
inhabitants of the lame town, give way to 
variance and ill-will, in conteguence of di- 
viiions often trifling and abſurd, and ſel. 
dom, if ever, important enough to juſtify 
the miſeries they occaſion ? Alas! my 
brethren, can we here avoid turning our 


thoughts to our own wretched country, 
B 2 hich 


OP 


which is ſo melancholy an example of the 
horrors of civil diſcord, and the ſad conſe. 
quences of rebellion ? The evils which de- 
luded wretches have brought upon them- 
ſelves and upon all around them, are ſuch 
as make the heart bleed at the recital of 
them. What have thoſe men to anſwer 
for, who have been the authors of ſuch ca- 


lamities! 


Sap however as are theſe public quarrels, 
it would be well if the ſpirit of contention 
extended no farther; if it did not enter 
into the nearer and dearer relations of pri- 
vate life. Such however is the weakneſs 
of human nature that even thoſe who are 
molt connected by the ties of friendſhip and 
blood, are too apt to forget their mutual 
obligations, and to give way to an angry 
and quarrelſome diſpoſition. Hence it is 
that neighbours and acquaintance are filled 
with hatred for each other. Hence it 
is that the love of friends which „ grew 
with their growth and ſtrengthened with 
their ſtrength“ has been changed into the 


moſt bitter enmity. Hence it 1s that the 
| neareſt 
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neareſt relations regard each other with 
abhorrence ; ſo that domeſtic happineſs is 
impaired, and its ſweets mingled with the 
bitter drops of ſtrife and reſentment. 


AND was it for this we were created? 
Can we juſtly infer that this was the de- 
ſign of our Almighty benefactor? No; far 
otherwiſe. Every thing enforces the doc- 
trine that it is good and pleaſant to dwell to- 
gether in unity. Whatever be the cauſes of 
our contention, we may ſay in the language 
of ſcripture, Have we not all one father? hath 
not one God created us? It is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourſelves. We are the creatures 
of his power and the children of his love. His 
power alone has breathed into us the breath of 
life. And he has created us with like fa- 
culties of body and mind, fo as to diſtin- 
guiſh us from all the other claſſes of beings 
we ſee around us. We are all made a little 
lower than the angels, and created in the image 


of God. We are all caſt in the ſame mould, 


having the ſame figure and faculties of bo- 
dy, and the ſame paſſions and capacities of 
mind. And they were beſtowed on us to 

anſwer 


645 


anſwer the ſame gracious deſign. Every 
man in every ftation was intended by his 
Heavenly Father, to perform the duties in- 


cumbent on him in the preſent ſtate of his 


_ exiſtence, Every man was deſigned to 
cultivate the beſt knowledge, and the moſt 
amiable diſpolitions, and thus prepare 


himſelf for a future life. All are, in ſhort, 


placed here as candidates for immortality. 
It may be farther urged that we partake 


the ſame bleſſings and the ſame calamities 


during our continuance in this lower world. 
We are all ſharers in thoſe rich and abun- 
dant mercies in the multitude of which we 
now appear before God. Neither the boun- 
ties of creation and providence, nor the ad- 
vantages of ſociety have been confined to 
any favoured portion of his creatures, We 
all enjoy the ſame ſeaſons; the ſame agree- 
able viciſſitudes of day and night, of ſeed- 
time and harveſt. Some indeed have a 


greater number and variety of external be- 


nefits than others; but ſtill it cannot be 
ſaid with regard to any human being that 
he 's neglected or forſaken by his all- 


pov iful and gracious benefactor. In 


like 
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685 
like manner, the forrows of human life 
make a part of the experience of every in- 
dividual. This is a warfare from which 
none are exempted ; though ſome for wiſe _ 
and important reaſons are obliged to drink 
much deeper than others, of the cup of af- 
fliction. We alſo reſemble each other in 
our concluſion. Whether we be cut off in 
the morning of our days, or be permitted to 
linger until the lateſt hour, we purſue the 
ſame courſe. We come into the world help- 
leſs infants, and advance through the ſtages 
of youth and manhood, until the dread 
meſſenger of death ſummon us to the fi- 
lent grave, the houſe appointed for all the 
living. The former generations of men 
have been ſwept away; the preſent genera- 
tions will ſhortly follow them; and this 
will be the caſe with generations yet un- 
born. We reſemble each other alſo in the 
uncertainty of our duration. We are alike 
unable to boaſt ourſelves of the morrow, not 
knowing what the preſent day may bring forth. 


CoNnsIDERING then human life as a jour- 
ney, we are all of us travelling the ſame 
road, 


E 


road, and have, or ought to have the ſame 
great object in view, to arrive happily at 
the termination of it. Is not then ſome 
union with our fellow-creatures, neceſſary 


to the comfort of our ſituation ? Without 


it, will not our road appear deſolate and 
uninviting? We accordingly find that our 
heavenly Father, ever kind and confider- 
ate, has not only given us a common nature 
and common benefits; but has alſo placed us 
in various relations, which are more or leſs 
diversified according to our ſituations in life. 
Numerous and important are the duties 


which ariſe from our poſſeſſing a common 


nature. The connexion however of man 
with man becomes more intimate, when 
they are members of the ſame civil ſocie- 
ty. Men born and educated in the ſame _ 
kingdom, protected by the ſame govern- . 
ment, obeying the ſame laws, enjoying the 


ſame privileges, and intereſted in the ſuc- 


ceſs of the ſame meaſures, muſt have ſtrong 
additional reaſons for mutual attachment. 
The public happineſs muſt be the concern 
of all, and peace and good-will amongſt 
themſelves cannot fail largely to contribute 

to 


0 


to it. Our ties however may be drawn ſtill 
cloſer. Our attachment will be naturally 
encreaſed, by the circumſtance of belonging 
to the ſame religious ſociety, believing the 
ſame doctrines, worſhipping our God and 
Father in the ſame place, and the ſame 
manner, and encouraging one another in 
the ardent purſuit of glory, honour, and im- 
mortality. It is ſcarcely neceſſary to add that 
the ties of blood connect us ſtill more cloſe- 
ly. Who 1s there amongſt us who has not 
felt thoſe powerful inſtin&s to domeſtick 
life which our father has planted within 
us? Who has not taſted the pleaſures which 
ſpring from the charities of father, of ſon, 
and of brother? In families the union that 
ſubſiſts between us is drawn to its neareſt 
point. In them a mutual connection is ren- 
dered indiſſoluble, and becomes abſolutely 
eſſential to our happineſs. May we not 
then juſtly conclude, from theſe proviſions 
for it that it was the deſign of our Hea- 
venly Father that men /hould dwell toge- 
ther in unity? 
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AND are not the conſequences of a con- 


trary ſpirit moſt dreadful ? It diſſolves our 


ſocial conneQtions, deprives our ſouls of 
their ſweeteſt, their moſt delightful ſenſati- 
ons, and renders them the abodes of every 
baſe and malignant, of every boiſterous and 
reſentful diſpoſition, But how good and how 
Pleaſant muſt be the ſpirit of love! How 
happy mult it render men in themſelves! 


How lovely in the eyes of others! Wheic- 


ever it appears it charms the heart of inan; 


and the effect of it ſtrikes every beholder 


with pleaſure. By cultivating ſuch a 1, irit, 


therefore, we ſhall take an effeQual means 


of ſecuring to ourſelves the affe dion and 
good offices of thoſe amongſt whom welive; 
we ſhallſecure the kighefi pleaſure of which 


as human beings, we are capable; we ſhall 


enlarge and dignity our minds; and leading 
the life of heaven here, we ſhall fit and pre- 
pare ourſelves for thoſe bliſsful regions 
where peace and harmony, love and friend- 


ſhip ſhall have their everlaſting abode. 


My friends, is not ſuch a temper as this 
perpetually urged upon us by the Cbriſtian 
revelation ? 


8 


revelation? What was the character and 
conductof our blefled Saviour himſelf? Did 
he not exhibit the warmeſt benevolence, 
the greateſt tenderneſs and delicacy of af- 
fection? Did he not bear with the weak- 
neſſes and imperfections of his diſciples 
vita perfect mildneſs? Did not his ſoul 
overfloy with good-will towards all beings 
capable of happineſs ? Did he not go about 
doing good from a generous concern for the 
everlaſting welfare of mankind ? How ami- 
able too was his deportment! ever peacea- 
ble, kind, and tender! He never engaged 
in angry debates and quarrels. He never 
diſturbed the peace of the community by 
turbulent behaviour. He never gave way 
to feelings of malice and reſentment. On 
the contrary, when in the utmoſt anguiſh 
it was poſſible to feel, he ſupplicated pardon 
for his perſecutors., , Such was his exam- 
ple, and he evidently intended to make us 
truly ſons of peace, to make us at peace 
with God; at peace with ourſelves; and 
at peace with one another. For this pur- 
pole he endured. the labours and ſufferings 
of this mortal life; and for this purpoſe he 

C 2 died 
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died upon the croſs. In his goſpel we have 


the moſt powerful motives to cultivate the 


ſame temper of mind which was alſo in 
him, and are commanded to ſhow our af- 


fection for him by our conduct to our bre- 


thren. If therefore we do not baniſh from 
our hearts all malice and violent reſent- 


ment; if we ſuffer our ſouls to be ſullied 


by ſour and malevolent paſſions, and thus 
render the earth, as far as lies in our pow- 
er, an uncomfortable ſcene, a dreary deſart, 
what will be the conſequence? Not Having 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, we can be none of his. 
Whatever profeſſions of attachment we 
may make; however earneſtly we may call 
on him as our Lord and Maſter, he will 
not acknowledge us. Without love, all other 
attainments can profit us nothing ; for this 
is that moſt excellent quality which never 
fails ; this it is which marks the true dil. 
ciples of the PRINCE or PEACE. If there- 
fore we are dcficient in this, we muſt have 
our portion with thoſe who were conten- 
tious, who did not obey the truth, but were 
the ſlaves of their corrupt and turbulent 


INDUCED 
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In duced then, my Chriſtian Friends, by 
theſe motives which reaſon and xevela- 


tion afford, let us act at all times in ſuch a 
manner, that we may experience how good 


and how pleaſant a thing it is for brethren to 
davell together in unity. As fellow-country- 


men, and fellow-citizens, let us ſacrifice 


every petty jealouly and intereſt to a regard 
for the public good. Whilſt our governors, 
having now, (thanks be to the Almighty ruler 
of events!)almoſt, if not entirely quelled open 
inſurrection, and puniſhed many of the lead- 
ers and inſtigators of it; whilſt they, ſenſible 
that „ mercy becomes the throned monarch 
better than his crown,” and “ that earthly 
power doth then ſhow likeſt God's, when 
mercy. ſeaſons juſtice,” hold out offers 
of pardon and protechon to any of the 


_ deluded multitude who will return to their 


_ allegiance,----let us, each according to his 


ſtation and influence, uſe our exertions 


to heal the wounds of our country. Whilſt 
every juſt and neceſſary precaution is ta- 
ken to prevent hke evils, let us carefully 
avoid every thing that can tend only to 
irritate and enflame. Actuated by a {pi- 
rit 
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rit of true patriotiſm, let us lay afide all 


animofities and all uſeleſs diſtinctions, and 


let our only conteſt be, who can belt ſerve our 
common country. Religious diſtinctions will 
continue to exiſt; but whilſt we retain our 
attachment to that orm of Godlineſs, which 
appears to us beſt calculated to promote the 
ſpirit of Godlineſs, let us cultivate charitable 
ſentiments for men of every ſea, remem- 
bering that no religious worſhip founded on 
the goſpel, can fail to teach men to do gu/ice 
and love mercy, if they ſuffer themſelves to 
be influenced by it. Let us then ſtudy to 
deſerve the character given by the excellent 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon of one of his deceaſed 
friends. He was of a diſpoſition ready 
« to embrace and to oblige all men, allow-_ 
« ing others to differ from him, even in 
*« 0;1nions that were very dear to him. 
&« Provided men did but fear God and work 
« righteouſneſs, he loved them heartily, 
«© how diitant ſoever from him in judg— 
« ment about leſs neceſſary things. In 
& which,” adds the good Archbiſhop, „he 
6 1s worthy to be propounded as an exam- 
c ple to men of all perſuations.” Happy 

| 5 would 
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would it be for the world, if all men en- 
tertained ſuch ſentiments! But, my friends, 
however others may act contrary to this 
ſpirit of peace, let us ſtudy to be influenced 
by it; and, whilſt we pay a proper regard 
to our own ſafety, let us encourage cha- 
ritable opinions of all men, that we may re- 
ſemble the God of love, and become perfect, 
even as he our father in heaven is perfect. 
With this view, let us conftantly guard 
againſt thoſe prejudices and paſſions that 
tend to alienate our hearts from one ano 
ther. Let us check the firſt riſings of every 
malevolent . diſpolition ; and throw aſide 
every mean and narrow view. Let us cul- 
tivate the moſt enlarged and generous ſen- 
timents; and embrace every opportunity 
of exerciling benevolent affections, being aſ- 
{ured that they will thus gather ſtrength, 
and render us amiable in the eyes of men, 
acceptable to God, and happy in ourſelves. 
Let us, in particular be cautious in giving 
offence, and ſlow in taking it. By being 
cautious in giving offence, we ſhall avoid 
the cauſes of animoſity, and ſhall ſecure 
the general eſteem and good-will of thoſe 

around 
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around us. By being flow in taking offence, 
we ſhall preſerve many a valuable friend- 
ſhip, and ſhall enjoy that peace and fatis- 
faction, which can only exiſt in the abſence 
of every anxious wh, and every turbulent 


affection. 


To coxcrupz, Let us, my Chriſtian 
Friends, be perſuaded, as children of the 
ſame God, and diſciples of the ſa me Maſter, 
to live in love, even as Chriſt alſo loved us. Let 
us cultivate ſentiments of meekneſs, can- 
dour, and benevolence; and conſtantly at- 

tend to the powerful arguments and motives 
by which they are recommended in the 
goſpel. Thus dwelling together in unity, we 
ſhall enjoy the trueſt pleaſure this life can 
afford, and ſhall be preparing for thoſe 
realms where all ſhall be peace and happi 
neſs for ever. 
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4. 00 58 
A HYMN, 


A HYMN, 
(TAKEN FROM A LONDON COLLECTION, 


AND SUNG ON THIS OCCASION,) 


O Gov, my ſaviour, and my king, 
Of all I have, or hope, the ſpring ! 

Send down thy ſpirit from above, 

And warm my heart with holy love. 


May I from ev'ry a& abſtain, 

That hurts or gives another pain! 
Still may I feel my heart inclin'd 
To be the friend of all mankind ! 


With pity let my breaſt o'erflow 
When I behold a brother's woe ; 
And bear a ſympathizing part, 
Whene'er I meet a wounded heart. 


And let my neighbour's proſp'rous ſtate 
A mutual joy in me create ; 

His virtuous triumph let me join; 

His peace and happineſs be mine. 


Let love through all my conduct ſhine, 
An image fair, though faint, of thine ! 
Let me thy humble follower prove, 
Father of men, great God of love! 
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